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Editorial Notes 

Increased Issue Size. The August issue of SPE Journal offers a selection of 50 papers, with primary focus on the topics of 

machine learning applications and enhanced oil recovery. We will continue to include up to 20 additional papers in the last 

issues of 2021 to facilitate our transition to a new production vendor as well as to ensure timely publishing of papers. We 

will return to the standard issue size of 30 papers in 2022. 

Journal Impact Factors. Clarivate Analytics released the 2021 Journal Citation Report (JCR) in June and once again it 

reflects a positive trend for SPE journals in the most recent impact factors: SPE Journal (3.478), SPE Reservoir Evaluation 

& Engineering (2.250), SPE Production & Operations (1.894), SPE Drilling & Completion (1.500). While it is important not 

to overly depend on impact factors for research assessment, the JCR has a reputation of excellence and integrity for its 

meticulous selection of top journals.  

In Scopus, SPE Journal ranked No. 12 out of 195 journals in Geotechnical Engineering and Engineering Geology 

(placing it in the 98th percentile for its subject area). In addition, the journal currently has a time to first decision of 29 days 

and a CiteScore of 7.8. 

 

Special Issues. SPE periodically publishes special issues of its journals that are devoted to topics of significant current 

interest in the upstream oil and gas industry. In the past, special issues replaced a regular issue of a journal, but the model 

has been updated to reflect real-time compilation. This means papers slated for a special issue will publish online as an 

article in press to be later paginated into a regular issue of the journal. At the same time, these papers will be compiled in 

the order of publication to OnePetro under their special issue topic. The first special issue under this new model—2021 SPE 

Reservoir Simulation Conference Special Issue—is in progress and accepted papers are available for viewing in SPE 

Journal. To learn more about the model and process, visit OnePetro. 
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https://onepetro.org/SJ/pages/sj/pages/sjsi1
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Executive Summary 

 

In this new issue, SPE Journal publishes 50 papers with an excellent cross-section of the latest developments in our field. 

The majority of these papers fall under the heading of machine learning applications, demonstrating how the area continues 

to evolve in importance and relevance to oil and gas upstream operations. As these papers demonstrate, powerful and 

adaptive predictive models based on machine learning protocols are becoming ubiquitous and SPE Journal is bringing you 

the latest developments in this arena. Another important topic featured in this issue is enhanced oil recovery, which contains 

the second largest number of papers. We also present novel and important insights in the areas of phase behavior and 

pressure and rate transient analysis. Overall, the 50 papers in this issue are organized in four general categories: Machine 

Learning Applications (23 papers), Enhanced Oil Recovery (21 papers), Phase Behavior Studies (3 papers) and Pressure 

and Rate Transient Analysis (3 papers). 

 

It always gives me pleasure to write this: SPE Journal remains strong. Just last year, I wrote to you indicating that the journal 

had exceeded the 3.0 impact factor mark and has recently officially achieved a ~30-day time-to-first-decision average. This 

year, we continue to climb in impact factor (3.478 vs. 3.372 of last year) while maintaining excellent time-to-first-decision 

metrics. We remain in the 98th percentile (#12/195) in the Scopus rank in the Geotechnical Engineering and Engineering 

Geology category. For this trajectory of excellence to be maintained, we will always need you. Please continue to submit 

your top and most prized scientific contributions. And thanks for delivering! As you may have noticed, we have expanded 

the number of papers to 50 for this issue, from our usual of 30, to accommodate the excellent quantity of high-quality papers 

we continued to receive. Please join me in thanking all authors for their efforts in bringing their very best insights to you.  

 

And do not forget: Please consider volunteering as a member of our editorial review team as a technical reviewer or an 

associate editor. While applications in all areas of expertise are welcome, our greatest needs continue to be found in areas 

of data analytics, drilling and completions, and production engineering. Keep in mind that for associate editor applications, 

the prospective applicant must have 10+ years professional expertise in any of the areas mentioned above and covered by 

the journal. Those interested in volunteering as an associate editor can contact any one of the journal’s executive editors 

or the SPE Peer account at peer@spe.org.  

 

I hope you enjoy the wealth of information that we bring in this new issue, and do not hesitate to reach out if you would like 

to volunteer on our editorial team. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Luis F. Ayala, SPE J. Executive Editor, 

Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA 

 


