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Editorial Notes 
SPE Drilling & Completion features papers covering horizontal and directional drilling, drilling fluids, bit technology, sand 
control, perforating, cementing, well control, completions, and drilling operations. 
 
Editor-in-Chief: Birol Dindoruk, University of Houston 
Executive Editor: Barkim Demirdal, Canadian Natural Resources Ltd. 
Time to First Decision: 30 days 
Impact Factor: 1.500 
CiteScore: 3.2 
Scopus Rank: #219/596 (63rd Percentile) 
Category: Mechanical Engineering 
 
The SPE Drilling & Completion editorial board and staff thank outgoing executive editor Shilin Chen, Halliburton, for his 
invaluable service to the journal and welcome Barkim Demirdal as incoming executive editor. Barkim has been a well 
integrity engineer for Canadian Natural Resources Ltd. since 2019, responsible for understanding and managing risks 
associated with thermal wells operating at Western Canadian assets via cyclic steam stimulation, steamflood, and steam-
assisted gravity drainage. He previously worked for Devon, CNOOC, Husky Energy, and C-FER Technologies Inc. in 
Canada for the last 12 years, focusing on well health, optimization, and risk management of thermal wells. Barkim has an 
MSc degree from the University of Tulsa and a BSc degree from the Middle East Technical University, both in petroleum 
engineering. He has been an SPE member for the last 25 years and has volunteered in several positions, including technical 
reviewer and associate editor for SPE Drilling & Completion and technical committee member for the SPE Thermal Well 
Integrity Symposium and the SPE e-mentoring program. Barkim is a professional engineer with APEGA. He enjoys hiking, 
volunteering for his children’s extra-curricular activities, and reading. 
 
Open Access 
SPE has adopted a hybrid approach to open access publication with Open Access and traditional access-controlled articles. 
Traditional access-controlled articles will continue to be accepted without processing fees. 
 
As of 1 January 2022, authors submitting to SPE journals (SPE Journal, SPE Drilling & Completions, SPE Production & 
Operations, and SPE Reservoir Evaluation & Engineering) may choose to pay an article publication charge (APC) of USD 
2,500.00 for Open Access. SPE members receive a USD 500.00 discount on the APC (USD 2,000.00). Authors from low 
and lower-middle income economies (Group A and B; based on Research4Life’s classifications) will receive a 50% discount 
(USD 1,250.00). This cannot be combined with the SPE member discount. Payment is required after acceptance of the 
article for publication and must be received prior to online publication. Open Access articles will be published under a 
Creative Commons license term (CC-BY). To make clear the separation between scientific editorial decision-making and 
economic considerations, the option to publish an article under Open Access is offered to corresponding authors after peer-
review and acceptance of an article for publication. If you would like your accepted paper to be Open Access, please contact 
peer@spe.org for information and payment processing. 
 
Author Responsibilities: SPE cannot advise authors on compliance with any requirements placed on them by their funder 
or employer regarding open access publication. In all cases, the author must verify that their chosen route to publication is 
compliant. 
 
Because copyright holders might have policies against commercial reuse, authors that wish to have their article published 
via the Open Access CC-BY license should check to be sure that any material they use in their article that was not created 
by them may be published under the CC-BY license. SPE cannot advise on these issues, nor undertake negotiations with 
rights holders on the author's behalf. Also, authors are still bound by SPE’s Publication Policies; the Creative Commons 
licenses are not an endorsement for duplicate publication. 
  

https://www.spe.org/en/authors/policies/


Thank You to Our 2021 Reviewers 
 
SPE Drilling & Completion extends its sincere appreciation to everyone who provided a technical review for at least one 
paper during 2021. Many of our reviewers contributed their expertise to more than one paper during the year. We recognize 
the time commitment these individuals have made in agreeing to review papers and appreciate the impact that their efforts 
have had on the published papers throughout the year. Volunteers such as these individuals are essential to ensuring that 
the journal publishes manuscripts of high quality and lasting value. Thank you to our dedicated reviewers for their 
contributions. 
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